





| 
| 
A 








OIL ROYALTIES: 
A RE-EXAMINATION 


The legislators should take an interest in the customs which 
have developed on oil and gas leasing among the various agencies 
of the state which administer the public lands. 

The main question, apart from the royalty rate, is whether the 
state should obtain royalty interests in production to the exclusion 
of bonuses. Bonuses yield immediate income, but since a percentage 
of strikes is inevitable in a huge operation like the state’s leasings, 
there really is not much gamble——a certain amount of production is 
inevitable—and it can be persuasively argued that the state should 
not trade a perpetual share of its interest in these wells for limited 
single-shot cash amounts. 

H. E. Mullins, chief clerk of the General Land Office, responds 
to this suggestion that it really is impossible to predict whether 
the state will get more in the long run by a higher royalty than by 
the present royalty-plus-bonus bidding system. Yet the figures are 
available on the past few decades: could not a study be made to find 
out whether the state would have been better off taking all its 
part in royalties? 

The practice now is bid-taking on state land at one-sixth royalty, 
between $3 and $5 an acre rental, and a minimum of $15 an acre 
bonus, with the bidding play occurring on the bonus. University of 
Texas sells leases on its 2,000,000 West Texas acres at public auc- 
tion through the land office for one-eighth royalty, $1 an acre 
rental, and the highest cash bonus offered (with certain minimums 
also). ; 

Ex-Rep. T. W. (Buckshot) Lane,. Wharton, now a columnist for 
the Houston Post, introduced a bill to require one fourth royalties 
for the state instead of the bonus and one-eighth. 

As it is now, if the land office is virtually certain of production, 
it may decide to open the royalty rate to competitive bidding. In 
one such case the state now receives 90.5 percent royalty from a 
well in a riverbed which runs through a producing field between 
Palestine and Jacksonville. Certainly it is plausible that the state 
could require the leasing agencies to classify well sites as proven, 
semi-proven, or wildcat vis-a-vis the likelihood of production and 
then require, say, 90 percent royalties in proven fields, 50 percent 
in semi-proven, and 12.5 percent in wildcat. 

The question is of stunning importance to the state and all its 
services; the legislature should inquire. 


THE LEGISLATURE: 
PAY, PROCEDURE 


The lobbyist c ontrol bill 
should be variously amended. 














As the legislature considers 
laws for the society beyond its 


chambers, it will also be expected 
to consider and reconsider re- 
forms affecting its own character 
and procedures. These we would 
suggest: 


] Re-submission of a pay raise, 

of a reduced amount (perhaps 
$4,800), and the separate re-sub- 
mission of the good government 
amendment for annual sessions. 
When the Senate repeats its suc- 
cessful effort of 1957 to bind up 
these simple purposes in viney 
entaglements of wile and hidden 
purpose, the House should insist 
on clear and simple propositions. 


2 The law for mandatory delay 

of trials when lawyer-legisla- 
tors ask for it should be repealed; 
it has been openly and flagrantly 
abused. We join the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram in favoring the 
compulsory filing, for public in- 
spection, of legislator-lawyers’ re- 
tainer fees (Obs. 1-18-56). The 
“representation before state agen- 
cies” law requiring everyone there 
appearing to register should be re- 
pealed with all its loopholes and 
replaced by the State Bar’s pro- 
posed law to make legislators ap- 
pearing before state agencies for 
pay a two-year penal offense 
(Obs. 4-18-56). The code of ethics 
law should include a deadline for 
filing, with a penalty for failing 
to do so. 





Persons who lobby but are not 
paid for doing so should not have 
to register. Paid lobbyists should 
have to report total expenditures 
and itemize all of them over $10, 
and not only during a legislative 
session, but at any time when they 
are dealing with legislators. Lob- 
bying should be defined more 
broadly and not limited as at 
present to “arguing” with a legis- 
lator. The 1957 caption foul-up 
should be corrected, or the crim- 
inal penalties will continue to be 
of doubtful legality. 


The legislative committees 

should have adequate staff 
and research services, as Profes- 
sor Weeks of the University of 
Texas has said (Obs. 1-24-58). The 
legislature and its committees 
should tape record their proceed- 
ings (Obs. 2-5-57). 


The House should prohibit 
formal advance commitments 
to support a candidate for speaker. 


The Senate should follow a 

legislative calendar instead of 
permitting the lieutenant gov- 
ernor to lay out whatever bills he 
wants to whenever he wants to 
and refuse to lay out whatever 
bills he wishes thus to delay or 
kill. 


7 Redistricting should be ac- 

complished to give the people 
in the cities the proportional 
strength to which their numbers 
entitle them. 
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The current legislature’ will 
bring into focus many impulses 
for reform in the laws governing 
politics. A tumultuous recent past 
has demonstrated the need for 
many changes, some of them very 
important. 


Party Registration 
@ Most obvious is the need for 
a party registration law to 
prevent Republicans from voting 
in the Democratic primaries and 
conventions. The theory here is 
that only members of a party 
(people willing to affirm that they 
are such members) have a right 
to participate in the decision- 
making elections and conventions 
of that party. The “switching” 
from Republican to Democratic 
conventions by voters admittedly 
Republican would be curbed by 
the proposed law, endorsed on 
principle by the Democratic Party 
in state convention, the state 
Democratic executive committee, 
the Democrats of Texas organi- 
zation, and the young Democratic 
Clubs of Texas in convention. As 
long as the poll tax is retained, 
the deadline for paying it should 
be moved forward to within two 
months of the first primary date. 
Persons would designate their 
choice about party when paying 
their poll tax but would be per- 
mitted to change their designation 
up to within ten days of a pri- 
mary vote. The question is raised 
whether persons styling them- 
selves independents should be 
permitted to vote in one (but 
only one) set of party primaries 
(but not to participate in the con- 
ventions of either party). In a 
one-party state there is the pract- 
ical consideration that unless such 
a rule is adopted, independerits 
will be effectively disfranchised 
in all state and local races, which 
are almost all settled ir the 
Democratic primaries. We are dis- 
posed to view this exception to 
the party registration principle as 
persuasive. 


End Tax Against Voting 


@ The legislature should enact 

a constitutional amendment for 
vote in November, 1960, repealing 
the poll tax and replacing it with 
a voter registration law, with one 
registration holding good until a 
voter moves or dies. Taxing voting 
disfranchises those who forget to 
pay and those who, when and if 
they are approached to pay, do 
not have the $1.75. It is a tax 
not on, but against voting; it 
works toward the disfranchise- 
ment of poorer voters, which is 
undemocratic and illiberal. Voter 
registration can replace poll tax 
payment in a simultaneous voter 
and party registration procedure 
two months before the first reg- 
ular primary election each year. 


Convention Reforms 
@ Several statutory reforms con- 
cerning state party conven- 
tions are in order. The election in 
which Democrats are most reli- 
ably divided from Republicans is 
the presidential election every 
four years. Delegate strength for 
all party conventions should be 
computed once every four years 
on the basis of the Democratic 
vote in each precinct for presi- 
dent. The law should be amended 
to remove any doubt that state 
Democratic executive committee 
members are designated, not 
merely nominated, by the sena- 
torial caucuses at the state con- 





vention. Political parties should 
be prohibited by law from em- 
ploying armed guards or armed 





policemen at the party conven- 
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tions. Statutory means should be 
considered whereby those in con- 
trol of party conventions can be 
compelled to permit ro! alls 


with a democratic frequer 


The Absentee Frauds 
@ Absentee voting abuses 

frauds should be obviated by 
prohibiting absentee balloting 
within a given radius of a county 
seat. While specific reférms would 
be preferable to this step if they 
could be devised, working a hard- 
ship on rural voters is preferable 
to the fraud now intrinsic to the 
system. 


Civics for Illiterates 
@ With more than 
adult functional iliterates Tex- 
as (Obs. 11-28-58), civic ed 
for adults in how and to 
vote ought to be sponsored by the 
Texas Education Agency and the 
public schools. There should be a 
county by county program k 

spirit to a missionary system 


one 


111107) 


ment by the people.) 


Voting at 18 


voting age should be lowered t 
18. The high schools could then 


bridge over the student’s school 
civics to his adult civics in the 
last year of high school. Apart 


from the persuasive If They're 
Old Enough to Fight arg 


there is the consideration that the 
education has resulted in the 
suffusion of more and better 


peopuc 


earlier readiness of young 


Narcotics: 


Drug addiction is a ckness 
not a crime. We would 
mouth such a platitude were 
not the ethical opposite of Gov 
Daniel's punitive program of nar- 
cotics control and the pre 
federal concept 
Washington and in Austin Daniel 
has pushed for death 
and longer prison terms when the 
plain evidence 
there is a much more humane and 
successful contro] progran 

Alfred Lindesmith, professor of 
sociology at 
abroad in 1955 to study the Eng- 
lish system under a esearch 
grant. In “Traffic in Dope The 
Nation, 4-21-56), Lindesmith wrote 

“For 40 years the United States 
has tried in vain to control the 





hibition 
The disastrous 


and police 


is an essentially medical pr 
are steadily becoming 
parent as narcotic 
each year to new records 
habit continues to spread 
ally among young persons 
Federal authorities estimate the 
U. S. has 60,000 addicts; in all of 
Britain, the English government 
reports slightly more than 300 
addicts. European users appear to 
add to the crime problem in only 
a minor way, because they can ob- 
tain the drugs they need very 
cheaply. The English physician is 
permitted to prescribe drugs 
regularly for the morphine addict 
and medically discourages the 
habit. 
“The obvious advantages of this 
system are that it removes tue 


more ap- 





major motives for peddling nar- 


ion | charge 
o | Observer believes that the cam- 


which information on elementary 
civics and voting procedures can 
be borne to these backward ci 
zens. (Do we want them t ote 
Yes, if we believe in govern-| 


@ Early to gift.the citizenry with | 
a working understanding of | 
democratic responsibility, the | 


since 192 In | 


establishe that | 


Indiana 1 vent | 


problem of drug addiction by pro-| 
suppression. | 
consequences of] 
turning over to the police what | 


arrests rise} 


see ut 


10c per copy 


Politics: Changes from Tumult 


to begin voting as intelligently as 
| the average adult does. 


State-Financed Primary 
@ The costs of running for office 
are now a scandal on both 
state and national levels. To run 
| for U. S. senator in Texas is said 
to cost $500,000 to $1,000,000; the 
| governor’s race can be even more 
dear than this. In such a situation 
we have not free elections, but 
elections for the moneyed. If they 
are again to be decided by the 
considered opinions of the voters 
| in a.context of germane debate, 
rather than by advertising cam- 
paigns not much different from 
| those launching a new toothpaste 
| or defending cigarettes from the 
they cause cancer, the 


| paign costs of primaries in Texas 
| must be paid out of the general 
| revenue. Such a reform would 


| 
} require some corollary changes to 


, | protect the public treasury but is 


needed in an era of ad-mass and 


| huckster politics. 


|Free, Equal Media Time 


| @ The'burdens of such a system 

on the general revenue could 
| be materially reduced by an in- 
novation we independently ad- 
vocate, the pre-emption of free 
time in the mass media for major 
candidates’ statements. Either un- 


»| der a theory of eminent domain 


or a system of payment based, not 
on the ridiculously high political 
advertising rates, but on the regu- 
lar commercial rates, the media— 
radio, TV, and the press—ought 
to be required as a public service 
peting candidates for major 
offices and to be prohibited from 
selling additional time or space 
to any one of them. 


All Wrong 


cotics and for the creation of new 





to| users, puts pressure on the addict 
t}to seek medical aid, and removes 


his incentive to engage in crime,” 
Lindesmith writes. (Who can con- 
fute the facts or the logic?) 
Daniel must be classed with 
what Lindesmith calls “authorities 
imbued with the Prohibition men- 
tality.” Under this mentality the 
percentage of narcotics violators 
who were under 25 years of age 
has increased in the U. S. from 
|15 percent in 1932 to 26 percent in 
1940 to 50 percent today. Instead 
| of caring for addicts as_ sick 
| people (as, however, the federal 
| government is now doing more 
|and more through the Public 
|Health Service), Gov. Daniel up- 
| holds a system which makes dope 
| so costly people burglarize and 
| murder to pay for it. 
“The huge illicit traffic, di- 
|rected for profit by non-addicted 
lords of the underworld, has be- 
come the focal point of new in- 
| fection,” Lindesmith writes. 
|““These men are rarely apprehend- 
|ed or punished; it is the user, ex- 
| ploited by the system, who suffers 
| the major portion of the heavy 
penalties that are imposed.” (A 
21-year-old Texas man was given 
20 years for possessing one mari- 
| Juana cigarette. Obs. 5-30-56.) 
The legislature should under- 
take to initiate the British system 
under the clause of the Federal 
Harrison Act of 1914 that doctors 
may prescribe drugs “to a patient 
by a physician...in the course of 
his professional practice only,” a 
Treasury Department regulation 


to the contrary notwithstanding. 
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We will serve no 
group or party but 
will hew hard to the 
truth as we find it 
and the right as we 








Utilities: A Question of Who Is Sovereign 


method is adopted, the railroads 
must be required to restore pas- 
senger service to its former gra- 
ciousness and popularity. 


Cities and towns in Texas and, 
Iowa, the only two states which 
do not have state public utility 
commissions, are quite at the 
mercy of the utilities when they 
present their demands for rate in- 
creases. 





The utilities have their rate ex- 
perts, data covering many coun- 
ties or many states, their St. Louis 
lawyers; the town council, unable 
to hire enough legal staff or re- 
search people, has to ask ques-| 
tions and hope for straight an- 
swers from people hired to outwit 
them. 


The companies marketing the 
various utility staples of home 
life, phones, gas, electricity, water, 
are free styling in Texas without 
effective regulation. Telephone 
calls within the state cost Texans 
much more than telephone calls 
the same distance across the state 
lines, because the first are unreg- 
ulated (what town can regulate 
long Histance calls?) but the sec- | 
ond are regulated by a federal 
rate agency. In unincorporated 
rural areas, phone rates are set by 
the companies without any coun- | 
tervailing pressures from the pub- 
lic, since there is no town council | 
to grant or deny the franchise | 
(Obs. 10-19-55) 

For these reasons we favor a} 
state utilities commission with | 
rate-setting powers. (There should | 
be three public members and one | 
each from the utilities and labor.) 
In the much less desirable alter- 
native, state law should require | 
intrastate long distance phone 
rates to be comparable with inter- 
state rates, as other states have 
also done. 








| state $38 million, $34 million of 


‘Original Cost’ | 


The most important issue in| 
public utility rates is the basis on 
which the utility profits are to be | 
computed. Since a utility is by 
definition a monopoly and non- 
competitive, nobody argues it} 
should set its own rates (although 
the phone company does so for | 
rural areas and intrastate Texas | 
phone calls). Advocates of con-| 
sumers’ interests have usually ar- 
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gued that the company is entitled | 
to its rate of return computed as a | 
percentage of what it “originally | 
cost’—what it actually has in the | 
business. On the other hand, the 
private utility interests have ar- 
gued that they are entitled to 
profit on the basis of what it 
would cost them if suddenly they 
had to replace everything they 
have. This they call “fair value” 
(or present, or replacement ; 
value). The simple and obvious| @ One of the most pernicious 


fact that they do not have to re- lh trends in state government 
place their equipment in such a as been the law requiring the 


wen, end thet when ther de have Railroad Commission to let rail- 
ensesion to replace oume of it roads discontinue passenger runs 
they are allowed profit on the| on their showings they are losing 
basis of what they pay for it un- ey OS ee eee oe 
; ; | given strip of road. The roads do 

der the “original investment” doc- | 2 : : 
trine, does not. disturb the | not want passengers, freight is 
thinking of the attorneys of the more profitable: but they have a 
private monopolies | duty, as common carriers, to af- 
Atty. Gen Will. Wilson when | ford the public this service. Pres- 


No More Toll Roads 

No more toll roads should be 

built. As then Gov. Shivers 
said (Obs. 11-23-55), eventually 
they cost taxpayers three times as 
much as free public roads. The 
state should seek to buy the toll 
roads already built and operate 
them as free roads. 


Passenger Trains 





|ent law encourages them to make 
their passenger service so lousy 
people will fly or walk. Discon- 
tinuation follows as a matter of 
course. 


Rep. Jerry Sadler, Percilla, in- 
troduced a bill four years ago 
(Obs. 7-31-55) to substitute “public 
convenience and necessity” for 
“proof of financial loss” as the 
ruling consideration in such pas- 
senger train discontinuances. This 
is the nub of the matter; under 
such a rule, the 167 passenger 
train discontinuances between 
1933 and 1956 (Obs. 2-1-56) would 
have been made much more diffi- 
cult; we might still be able to take 
a train between Houston and Aus- 
tin. Other plans for requiring rail- 
roads to maintain an adequate 
proportion of passenger trackage 





are being discussed. Whatever 


The Co-op Issue 
= Under special interest pro 
visions of the state law reg- 
ulating rural electric co-ops, a 
co-op taken into a city limit can 
only “continue” to serve its cus- 
tomers at the time of annexation 
and can only serve persons in 
rural areas who are not receiving 
private power. This denies indi- 
vidual customers the right to 
choose where they get their elec- 
tric power; manifestly it gives the 
private power companies a well 
honed competitive blade against 
the co-ops. The law should be im- 


partial between the two kinds of 





electric power companies. 





on the Texas Supreme Court, held | 
(“Railroad Cmsn. et al v. Houston | 
Natural Gas Corp.,” March 21, | 
1956) for “present value” against | 
the “original cost’ theory. “It is From “Long Distance Phone 
to be regretted that the legislature | Rates Awry.” Obs. 6-20-56: 
has not been more specific,” he) you reside in Austin and 
wrote in his opinion; we agree.| make a call to Texarkana, Texas, 
The legislature should define the} Southwestern Bell charges you $1. 
basis for monopoly utility com-| However, if you go a step further 
pany income to be original cost, and call the Arkansas side of Tex- 
less depreciation, thereby exercis- | arkana, the call will cost you only 
ing its authority to bind courts 75 cents (“Isn't that funny? asked 
and municipalities on this ques- a long distance operator when 
wan. ‘she was led to discover this.) 
If you decide you want to con- 
verse with a friend who is in New 
Orleans, a distance of 523 miles, 


Giveaway to Utilities 


Highway commission chair- 





you may do so for 90 cents. If he 
should move to Midland, Texas, 
a distance of 315 miles from 
Austin and 208 miles closer than 
New Orleans, it will still cost you 
90 cents to phone him. 

Long distance telephone miles in 
Texas, it appears from the Austin 
rate chart, just cost more. Twelve 
out-of-state calls listed total 12,635 
highway miles and would cost a 
total of $15.40, while twelve in- 
state calls listed total 4,185 high- 
way miles and would cost $10.95. 





man Marshall Formby has 
charged that the new state law re- 
quiring the state to pay for mov- 
ing utility facilities back off high- | 
way rights of way will cost the 
| Governor's drastic cuts in the re- 
guested budgets of the University 
of Texas and Texas A&M, sight 


which will go to the private power 
companies and $4 million to the 
municipalities. He observed that 
“utility companies . have bene- 
fited by the free use of our rights 
of way during recent years.” In 
our opinion, legislation should be 
enacted immediately (a) repeal- 
ing the 1957 statute, which is obvi- 
ously a giveaway, or (b) requir- 
ing utility companies to pay for 
the use of public rights of way or 
to buy their own rights of way. 


| for a first class college and uni- 
| versity system, Elton Abernathy, 
| president of the Texas Assn. of 
| College Teachers, says. 
| Ina letter to Gov. Daniel, Aber- 
nathy wrote: 

“We are aware of the problems 
| you face as Governor, and have 
confidence in your sincere de- 
| votion to duty. We know that you 
|are trying to strengthen the state 


In the protests against the, 


has been lost of the larger need | 


Colleges: Some Costs 


apparently will be that faculty | 


Salaries will remain at present 
comparatively low levels for an- 
other year.” 


Abernathy continued: 

“... your saving of seven million 
dollars will cost the state of Texas 
the following: 


“1. A large number of capable 
young professors who will leave 
the state colleges and universities 
for better positions 
Many of these have waited 
through the fall before deciding 
to look for other jobs. They are 


elsewhere. | 


PHONE RATES: AN ABSURDITY 


On this basis, calls outside cost 12.5 
cents per hundred miles and those 
inside the state cost 26.1 cents per 
100 miles. The long distance rates 
inside the state thus are approxi- 
mately 115 percent higher than 
those crossing the state line. 

Why should it cost Texas tele- 
phone customers more to make 
long distance calls in Texas than 
outside the state? 


From “The Phone Company's 
Explanation,” Obs. 7-4-56: 

Here (in exact quotes) is how 
|top Dallas officials of Southwest- 
ern Bell Telephone Company 
answer: 

“Long distance plant costs less 
| per mile for Jonger messages than 
| it does for snorter messages. This 
| means that the average cost per 
;mile on jntrastate calls is greater 
| than the average cost per mile on 
|interstate calls. Operating ex- 

penses are virtually the same for 
}each message...” 
| Besides that, the company of- 
| ficials confirmed in an interview, 
| the rate on the phone call to Tex- 
arkana, Ark., is set by the Federal 
|Communications Commission, 
| while rates on all long distance 


| calls in Texas are set by South- 
| 





Billboard Litter 


government'’s fiscal situation with- 
out ruinous taxation. We heartily 


the educated; ambitious young | Western Bell Telephone officials. 


instructors and assistant profes- | From “State Rate-Setting Pro- 


The commission has called to 

the attention of the legisla- 
ture the fact that an extra $5 mil- 
lion is available through the fed- 
eral-state road program for land- 
owners who will ban billboards 
from within 600 feet of the right 
of way. The legislature ought to 
participate in this first step in a 
program to sweep the highways 
clean of the billboard litter. 


endorse this effort. Yet at the 
same time, the budget you have 
| recommended for higher education 
troubles us deeply.” 

After three years’ study of 
spending for higher education in 
neighboring states, Abernathy 
said, the Commission on Higher 
| Education recommended an _ in- 
|erease for higher education in 
| Texas of $10 million, but Daniel's 











In union, there is strength. 

The fable of the Lion and the 
- Oxen illustrates this lesson very 
forcibly. As long as the three 
Oxen stayed together, the 
Lion dared not attack. But 
the king of beasts! sowed 
dissension and jealousy amongst 
his adversaries, and they . 
separated. It was then easy 
for the Lion to attack and 
destroy them une by one. 


policies 
their families and t 
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of farsighted men and women — the holders of 
and group certificates in 25 countries — 


medium of life insurance. 
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budget provides for only $3 mill- 
ion of this, and “the net result 
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NOTICE of Intention to Incor- 
porate a Firm Without Change 














| of Name 
| TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
| Notice is hereby given that 







| Texas Refrigeration & Engineer- 
|ing Company, 158 Express Street, 
| Dallas, Texas, formerly a_ sole 
proprietorship of Frank M. Angus, 
Dallas, Texas, shall be hereafter 
conducted by a corporation under 
the same name, Texas Refriger- 
ation & Engineering Company, 2 
Texas corporation. 
TEXAS REFRIGERATION & EN- 
GINEERING COMPANY. 

by FRANK M. ANGUS 







sors who in a few years will be 
distinguished educators—in some 
other state. 


“2. Capable faculty replacements 
who cannot be secured at current 
salaries....In many cases we will 
have to settle for mediocre 
teachers to fil the positions others 
have vacated. As a result, for 
years to come college students in 
Texas will be taught less well than 
they deserve. 


“3. Industries that could be 
universities were engaged in ex- 
tensive research projects and our 
colleges in effective teaching.... 
Even from a cold-blooded finan- 
cial standpoint, can Texas afford 
mediocre schools? 

“Governor Daniel, I and my 
colleagues are native Texans. We 
love this state. We know that it 


fiscal picture is only that of the 
state treasury, not of the state.” 

Abernathy asked the Governor 
to reconsider higher education in 
his budget. 
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tempted to come to Texas if our 


is not a poor state. The dismal | 


| posed,” Obs. 7-11-56: 

Only two states, Texas and Iowa, 
|have not passed laws regulating 
| rates on public utilities. Officials 
|of Southwestern Bell Telephone 
| Company now set their own rates 
on intrastate long distance calls 
and rural calls in Texas. There 
have been repeated efforts the 
past few years to pass legislation 
which would bring public utility 
|monopolies under state control, 
but none of the bills has come 
close to passage. 

Rep. Jack Welch of Marlin has 
}also drawn up a bill which would 
give Texans in rural areas some 
degree of control over their tele- 
phone rates. It would establish a 
rural telephone division of the 
Railroad Commission of Texas. It 
would give the commission au- 
thority to regulate telephone rates 
in unincorporated towns, to in- 
spect facilities and service, pre- 
scribe standards, and hear cus- 
tomers’ complaints. 
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And This: What a Wise Conservative Knows 


The trim, gray-haired man 
crossed the room and closed the 
door of his spacious executive 
suite, returned, settled comforta- 
bly in a leather swivel chair, 
pressed a lever, and- told his 
secretary he didn't want to be dis- 
turbed. “Sometimes, ” he said, “I 
feel like the industrial revolution 
was a cruel conspiracy against 
industrialists. I have to make a 
special effort just to have a quiet 
conversation with a friend.” 


After a moment he said, “So 
you want to talk politics? Or 
rather, about the coming legis- 
lature. The same _ subject, of 
course, although it is a pity.” 

He mused on this for a moment, 
then said abruptly, “It is time we 
stood up in the saddle and looked 
at our own ranch, really looked 
at it, and had the guts to admit 
what we saw. Mediocrity every- 
where. Nationally, in the state, in 
the homes, in business, even my 
own business. I've got one good 
executive in this place, but the 
rest are afraid to disagree with 
me except within the narrowest 
limits. They are careful, cautious. 
I'm sure they have framed quotes 
and mottos, if not in their bed- 
rooms at home, then stamped in 
the forepart of their minds, some- 
thing to the effect ‘Don’t rock the 
boat.” 

A trace of a smile appeared. 
“You know, Alcoholics Anony- 
mous has a phrase, ‘Easy Does It’, 
that they repeat to their new 
members who are frantically seek- 
ing a way back to sobriety. It’s 
good advise for alcoholics, but 
unfortunately the whole country 
is following it, just as if everyone 
needed to watch his step in case 
he falls into some abyss.” 

He pivoted his chair to face a 
broad window which afforded a 
view of the nearby downtown 
skyline and the ordered suburbs 
beyond. “You want to talk about 
the coming legislature. Well, I 
would tell you first that it would 
be a blessing for all of us if those 
gentlemen we have elected to Aus- 
tin would somehow decide to 
stand up in their saddles, too, and 
have the guts to admit what they 
saw. A state constitution that is 
so rigid we have to have a con- 
stitutional amendment to go to 
the bathroom. A tax structure 
that is so chaotic it would reduce 
one of my accountants to tears. 
A school system, built on medi- 
ocrity, turning thousands of medi- 
ocre graduates loose upon the 
countryside. Some of them, God 
forbid, show up here in the per- 
sonnel office 
and they are as a rule a sad spec- 
tacle. I don’t know, maybe I’m 
getting old, but the young ones 
frighten me. Prim and self-con- 
scious and eager to please, but 
mainly they're weak, weak. No 
opinions of their own. I guess I 
should put part of it down as 
natural among youngsters anx- 
ious to get started, but I remem- 
ber that I'm looking at the cream 
of the crop—the personnel men 
have turned down al! the really 
impossible ones. For every Alger 
or Humphrey that appears—men, 
who for better or for worse, have 
conviction and care—there are 
a hundred Daniels who have only 
flimsy convictions; when the heat 
is on, they put them aside, with 
appropriate sighs about the wick- 
edness of the world, I imagine. 
Sometimes I leave the job vacant, 
if the plant can at all stand it, 
rather than hire one of them. 

“We're just sort of drifting a- 
long, getting flabbier nd weaker. 
Like Rome. 

“I don’t know, maybe I'm getting 
too nostalgic. The more every 
civilization advances, the more it's 
convinced it’s degenerating, has 
fallen from some golden age of 
the past. I know a fellow thinks 
our golden age was 1900 and an- 
other one who thinks we went to 
pot when Brooks Farm failed to 


looking for jobs! 


catch the people's imagination. 
I’m inclined to think both are 
wrong. Old 1900 might have been 
a great year for laissez-faire, but 
I can’t see much of a golden age 
in 70-hour work weeks and chil- 
dren standing ten hours a day at 
a cotton spindle. And Brooks 
Farm, that was an outcropping of 
what I call the great liberal myth 
—the emotional appeal of the 
agrarian life, romanticizing the 
simple way. Hell, the product of 
civilization is cities, great cities 
where the surplus produce of the 
civilization accumulates, making 
possible the leisure time that 
builds more civilization. To me, 
America’s problem is that so far 
we have used too much of our 
leisure time for ostentatious dis- 
play rather than for extending 
the horizons of our civilization 
through new pioneering in 
thought, or in a word, culture.” 


HE MAN PAUSED, then half- 

grunted, half-chortled. “Pardon 
the long digression. My preju- 
dices. You still want to talk about 
the legislature. Well, the first 
think they got to do is rustle up 
some money. I guess they’ll clip 
the natural gas industry for $50 
to $100 million.” He smiled broad- 


ly. “I even know some conserva- 
tives who are looking forward to 
it. I might even be one of them 
myself if it comes down to a 
choice. After all, those guys don’t 
have the competitive problems 
that a small manufacturer has. 
For my money, they get their pro- 
fits fairly easily, taking a raw 
material out of the ground and 
selling it. Of course the producers 
moan about regulation, but you 
don’t hear them moaning about 
labor problems, about how hard 
it is to get really good executives, 
about production problems. They 
have it fairly easy for my money. 
And pipeline companies, they are 
huge giants. The only problems 
they have are problems of big- 
ness.” 


E PAUSED and regarded the 
far wall for a moment. “The 
real problem is beyond any level 
of government. Hell, it’s too 
deeply imbedded in the national 
character. Parents, churches, 
schools, even businesses all teach- 
ing people to be pleasant first and 
thoughtful later. New ideas don't 
have much status in our society 
anymore. They definitely have 
less status than the quality of be- 





can't do anything about the busi- | 


nessmen or the parents, but they 
can do something about the | 
schools. Our schools are terrible. | 
The buildings are nice, but what | 
goes on in themt Sloppy, easy go- 


ing standards, the kids nning 
the teachers into better grades 
The teachers themselve 
more about ‘education S ich 
than they do about math or Eng- 
lish or history or whatever it is 
they’re teaching. My kid 
home with all A’s 
never cracks a book. He's a t 
kid but he’s not being challenged 
And he thinks he’s getting an ed- | 
ucation. He’s inclined t 
much stock in his 
opinion even when hs 
know what he’s talking 
other words, he doesn’t 
contact with tough standa 
he doesn't come in cont 
other hard young mind 
lenge him. The minds are there, | 
but they’re not being 
They make A's and 
complacency. Our schoo! 
adent, weak in standard 

“The legislature ought to set up 
a team of tough educator ) 
mulate stricter standards and g 
around the state and see that they 


and B 


Owr irrent 


| 





ing pleasant. Well, the legislature 


are put into practice. That ne 





LEGALS 


NOTICE OF SALE 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF TRAVIS 

BY VIRTUE OF AN ORDER 
OF SALE dated and issued pur- 
suant to a judgment decree of 
the 53rd Judical District Court 
of Travis County, Texas, by the 
Clerk of said Court on said date 
in a certain suit, No. 110,726, 
styled City of Austin vs. A. C. 
Pearce and to me directed and 
delivered as Sheriff of said 
County, I have on December 29, 
1958, at 3:55 P. M., seized, levied 
upon, and will, on the First 
Tuesday in February, 1959, the 
same being the 3rd day of said 
month, at the Courthouse door 
of said County, in the City of 
Austin between the hours of 10 
o’clock P. M. on said day, pro- 
ceed to sell for cash to the high- 
est bidder all the right, title and 
interest of the defendants in 
such suit in and to the following 
described real estate levied upon 
as the property of said defen- 
dants, the same lying and being 
situated in the County of Travis 
and the State of Texas, to wit: 
All that certain lot, tract or par- 
cel of land lying and being situ- 
ated in the City of Austin, ‘Coun- 
ty of Travis and State of Texas, 
known and described as follows: 
BEGINNING at the Northwest 
corner of a tract of land con- 
veyed by deed from E. C. Bar- 
tholomew to Clara Schwartzer 
and recorded in Volume 209, 
Page 154 of the Deed Records of 
Travis County, Texas; THENCE, 
South 71 deg. East with the Nor- 
ith line of the Schwartzer tract 
128 feet for a corner; THENCE, 
North 19 deg. East 50 feet along 
the West line of Bierce Street; 
THENCE, North 71 deg. West 128 
of Red River Street for a corner; 
THENCE, South 19 deg. West 50 
feet to a point on the East line 
feet along the East side of Red 
|River Street to place of Begin- 
|ning, and being the same pro- 
|perty as conveyed to A. C. 
|Pearce by J. O. Dewitt and B. 
L. Dewitt by Deed dated April 7, 
| 1921 and recorded in Volume 328, 
page 185 of the Deed Records of 








Travis County, Texas, together 
with all improvements thereon 
| situated. 


or upon the written request of 
said defendants or their attorney, 
a sufficient portion thereof to 
satisfy said judgment, interest 
'penalties and costs, subject, how- 
lever, to the right of redemption, 
of the defendants or any person 
jhaving an interest therein, to 
jredeem the said property, or 
|their interest, therein, at any 
|time within two years from the 
date of sale in the manner pro- 
|vided by law, and subject to any 
|other and further rights to which 
the defendants or anyone having 
jan interest therein may be en- 
|titled, under the provisions of 
\law. Such sale to be made by me 
|to satisfy the judgment rendered 
|}in the above styled and num- 
|bered cause, together with = in- 
terest, penalties and costs of suit, 
| and the proceeds of said sale to 


be applied to the satisfaction 
thereof, and the remainder, if 
any, to be applied as the law 
directs. 


DATED at Austin, Texas, this 
the 5th day of Jauary, 1959. 
T. O. LANG, Sheriff, 
Travis, County, Texus 


By HENRY KLUGE, Deputy. 





NOTICE OF SALE | 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY of TRAVIS 


OF SALE dated and issued pur- | 


Clerk of said Court on said date 
in a certain suit, No. 110,272, 


Hill, et al and to me directed 
and delivered as Sheriff of said 
County, I have on December 23, 
1958, at 9:55 P. ML, seized, levied 
upon, and will on the first Tues- 
day in February, 1959, the same 
being the 3rd day of said month, 
at the courthouse door of said 
| County, in the City of Austin be- 
|tween the hours of 10 o’clock A. M 
jand 4 o’clock P. M. on said day, 
proceed to sell for cash to the 
highest bidder all the right, title 
and interest of the defendants in 
such suit in and to the following 
described real estate, levied upon 
as the property of said defendants, 
the same lying and being situated 
in the County of Travis and the 
State of Texas, to wit: All that 
certain lot, tract or parcel of land 
lying and being situated in the 
County of Travis, State of Texas, 
known and described as follows: 
East Four feet (4’) of Lot 1 (1) 
and West Fourty-two feet (42’) of 
Lot two (2), Block Six (6), Out- 
lot 38, Division “B” of the James 
O'Reilly Subdivision according to 
the map or plat of said subdivi- 
sion recorded in Volume 1, page 
39 of the Plat Records of Travis 
County, Texas, together with all 
improvements thereon situated. 
or upon the writen requests of 
said defendants or their attorney, 
a sufficient portion thereof to 
satisfy said judgment, interest, 
penalties and costs, subject, how- 
ever, to the right of redemption, 
of the defendants or any person 
having an interest therein, to re- 
deem the said property, or their 
interest, therein, at any time with- 
in two years from the date of sale 
in the manner provided by law, 
and subject to any other and fur- 
ther rights to which the defen- 
dants or anyone having an in- 
terest therein may be entitled, un- 
der the provisions of law. Said 
sale to be made by me to satisfy 
the judgment rendered in the 
above styled and numbered cause, 
together with interest, penalties 
and costs of suit, and the proceeds 
of said sale to be applied to the 
satisfaction thereof, and the re- 
mainder, if any, to be applied as 
the law directs. 
DATED at Austin, Texas, this 
the 5th day of January, 1959. 
T. O. LANG, Sheriff, 
Travis County, Texas 
By HENRY KLUGE, Deputy 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Charles C. Stephens Defend- 
ant, in the hereinafter styled and 
numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 126th District 
Court of Travis County, Texas, to 
be held at the courthouse of said 
county in the City of Austin, Tra- 
vis County, ‘Texas, at or before 10 
o'clock A. M. of the first Monday 
after the expiration of 42 days 
from the date of issuance hereof; 
that is to say, at or before, 10 o'- 
clock A. M. of Monday the 9th day 
| of February, 1959, and answer the 
| Petition .of plaintiff in Cause 

Number 112,575. in which Illa Ste- 





phens is Plaintiff and Charles C 
Stephens is defendant, filed in 
said Court on the 22nd da f De- 
cember, 1958, and the nature of 


BY VIRTUE OF AN ORDER | which said suit is as fi 


Being an action and prayer for 


suant to a judgment decree of | judgment in favor of Plaintiff and 
the 53rd Judicial “District Court | against Defendant for a decree of 
of Travis County, Texas, by the divorce dissolving 


the bond f 
matrimony heretofore 


existing between said 


styled City of Austin vs. J.M.| Plaintiff alleges cruel treatment 


|} on the part of Defendant t ards 
| her of such nature as ender 
|their further living together 
| husband and wife altogethe! 
supportable; Plaintiff further al- 
leges that one child was born of 
said union which said child nov 
|13 years of age; that plaintiff 
| Should be awarded the S- 
| tody and control of said child and 
| that defendant should be required 
| to contribute a proper d suita- 
| ble amount toward the support of 
| said child until it reaches the age 
| of 18 years; plaintiff furtt . 
| leges that no community pr 
| was acquired by the parti 


|ing their marriage; Plaintiff fur- 
| ther prays for relief, general and 
special. 

All of which more fully appears 


from Plaintiff's Original Petition 
on file in this office and to which 
| reference is here made: 


| If this citation is not served 
| within 90 days after date of its 
| issuance, it shall be return n- 
served. 


| WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR 

|Clerk of the District Courts of 

Travis County, Texas 

| Issued and given ie 

| hand and the seal of said Cour 

| office in the City of Austin, this 

| the 22nd day of December, 1958 

O. T. MARTIN, JR 

Clerk of the District Courts 

Travis County, Texas 


By GEO. W. BICKLER, Deputy 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 


|THE STATE OF TEXAS 
TO Edward Georg: illivan 
|Defendant, in the hereinafter 
|styled and numbered caus¢ 


You are hereby commanded to 
| appear before the 126th District 
{Court of Travis County, Texas, to 
be held at the courthouse of said 
| county in the City of Austin, 
| Travis County, Texas, at or before 


110 o’clock A. M. of the first 
| day after the expiration of 42 days 
|from the date of issuance hereof; 
lthat is to say, at or before, 1 
o'clock A. M. of Monday the 26th 
day of January, 1959, and answer 


| the petition of plaintiff in Cause 
|Number 111,669, in which Edna 
Sullivan is Plaintiff and Edward 


| 

| George Sullivan is defendant, filed 
{in said Court on the 16th day of 
September, 1938, and the nature 
| of which said suit is as follows 
| Being an action and prayer for 
judgment in favor of Plaintiff and 
against Defendant for decree of 
|divorce dissolving the nds of 
matrimony heretofore and now 
existing between said _ parties; 
Plaintiff alleges cruel treatment on 
|the part of Defendant towards her 
|of such a nature as to render their 
futher living together as husband 
land wife altogether insuppy 


rtable 


Plaintiff further alleges that one | 
|child was born of said union and} 
|that plaintiff is the proper per- 


'son to be awarded its care nd 





icustody and for which she prays 
| judgment; Plaintiff further alleges | 
|that Defendant is able and | 
|should be required t tribute 
| the sum of $50.00 per month for 
the support of such minor child 


} then 


| 


thing. Another is we have got to 


start paying our teachers an hon- 


orable wage. How can a profes- 
sion have any prestige, the kind 
of prestige on which you can 
build some traditions of scholar- 
ship and attainment, when they’re 
making a piddling three or four 
hundred a month. You can’t have 
much dignity in these times on 
$350 a month.” 


It had been a long speech. He 


: | fell silent, gathered his thoughts, 


went on in a new vein. 


If you want one businessman's 


| opinion, it’s all a cruel joke. This 
| state isn’t broke. On the contrary 
; we've never been so fat. The state 


itself, the people, the businesses 
are healthy. We could raise mil- 


*} lions upon millions for education 
*} and no one would feel it.” He put 
| the cigar in his mouth and lit it. 
-| He blew the smoke out with a 


weary expulsion of breath. 


HOUGH the, Observer likes to 


think there are busifessmenin—=— 
| Texas who think thus, we must 


admit we don’t know where to 
find the gray-haired gentleman in 
this story, since he is a product of 
the writer’s imagination. 


LARRY GOODWYN 





and for which she prays judgmert; 
Plaintiff further prays for an 
order dividing the property of 
the parties and for relief, general 
and special; 

All of which more fully appears 
from Plaintiff's Original Petition 
on file in this office and to which 
reference is here made; 

If this citation is not served with- 
in 90 days after date of its issu- 
ance, it. shall be returned un- 


> | served. 


WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the District Courts of 
Travis County, Texas. 
Issued and given under my hard 
and seal of said Court at office 
in the City of Austin, this'the 12th 
day of December, 1958. 
" MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 


By G. BICKLER, Deputy. 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 

To Deirdre Foster Cardinal, 
Defendant, in the hereinafter 
styled and numbered cause: 


You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 126th District 
Court of Travis County, Texas, to 
be held at the courthouse of said 
county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or before 
10 o’clock A. M. of the first Mon- 
day after the expiration of 42 days 
from the date of issuance hereof; 
that is to say, at or before, 10 
clock ‘A. M. of Monday the 23rd 
day of February, 1959, and answe: 
the petition of plaintiff in Cause 
Number 112,266, in which Douglas 
Joesph Henry Cardinal is Plaintiff 
and Deirdre Foster Cardinal is 
defendant, filed in said Court on 
the 21 day of November, 1958, and 
the nature of which said suit is as 


follows: 


Being an action and prayer for 
judgment in favor of Plaintiff and 
against Defendant for decree of 
Givorce dissolving the bonds of 
matrimony heretofore and now 
existing between said parties 
Plaintiff alleges cruel treatment 
cn the part of Defendant toward 
of such nature as to rende: 
their further living together as 
husband and wife altogether in- 
cupportable; Plaintiff further al- 
leges that one child, born of said 
union, is now living with defend- 
ant who is the proper person to 
be awarded its care, custody and 
control and for which Plaintiff 
prays judgment; Plaintiff further 
alleges that the parties own no 
community property; 

All of which more fully appears 
from Plaintiff's Original Petition 
on file in this office and to which 
reference is here made for all in- 
tents and purposes; 

If this citation is not served 
within 90 days after date of its 
issuance, it shall be returned un- 
served 

WITNESS, A. T. MARTIN. JR.. 
Clerk of the District Courts of 
Travis County, Texas. 

Issued “and given under my 
hand and the seal of said Court 
at office in the City of Austin. 
this the 5th day of January, 1959 

O. T. MARTIN, JR 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 
By GEO. W. BICKLER, Deputy. 
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AUSTIN 

After an opening week of quiet 
tension, 
the introduction of bills and the 
organizing of committees this 
week. The most important issue 
may arise in the House, where 
liberals are seeking a change in 
the House rules to permit a ma- 
jority to transfer bills from one 
committee to another, instead of 
two-thirds after ten days’ notice, 
the present rule. This would per- 
mit a House majority to re-assign 
bills from friendly to unfriendly, 


Party Changes 
Are Considered 


AUSTIN 
Governor Daniel and the state 








the legislature turns to} 





Democratic executive committee | 
heard from the party's grass roots, | 
about 65 county chairmen and 
proxies for: a dozen others at a| 
conference in Austin last week- 
end. The Governor laid out his | 
suggested party law reforms, and | 
the county chairmen discussed | 
them pro and con, without a very 
clear concensus emerging. 
J. Ed Connally of Abilene wes! 
elected to succeed Jim Lindsey of | 
Texarkana as state committee, 
chairman. The Houston members | 
of the committee, Mrs. Ellana Ball 
and Billy Goldberg, sought to} 
have disqualified the two mem- 
bers of the SDEC who were sub- | 
stituted for caucus nominees at | 
the 1958 state convention, but | * 
their point of order was not 
granted. Goldberg warned that 
those who were screening “might 
someday be screened.” 
Daniel said the 1958 convention 
: committee's “so-called purge” of 
two SDEC nominees was the most 
limited exercise of disapproval of 
the caucus nominees in state his- 
tory. After the meeting Mrs. R. D. 
Randolph, the Democrats of Texas 
leader, charged Daniel had 
“pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor 
but denied committing a felony.” 

Daniel, in his speech to the as- 
sembled SDEC members and 
county chairmen, advocated, in 
addition to support of Democrats, 
the state party platform, and 
elected party officials, legislation 
which would: 

1. Prevent a member of one 
party “from participating in pri- 
maries and conventions of another 
party” by having him designate 
his party on his poll tax receipt 
and then checking his party at the 
polls and conventions. 

2. Base a county’s delegate 
strength at the state convention 
on the total vote for the candi- 
dates for governor in the first pri- 
mary in non-presidential election 
years. 

3. Elect county convention dele- 
gates directly or let the elected 
precinct chairmen be the dele- 
gates, continuing precinct conven- 
tions only for the purpose of 
adopting resolutions and recom- 
mendations. 


The debate became vigorous 
and contentious. It was empha- 
sized that party registration can- 
not affect a general election; the 
point was made that the law 
might keep some _ conscientious 
Republicans away from Demo- 
cratic political occasions; doubt 
was cast on the workability of 
party registration by John Peace 
of San Antonio, while Janice 
Sherrod, speaking for the county 
chairman from that city, said it 
is imperative to keep Republicans 
away from the Democrats’ pri- 
maries and conventions. 

It appeared likely that Daniel 
would propose his reforms to the 
legislature in his formal message 
Tuesday. ' 





Taxes Talked; 
Carr Wins 


or from unfriendly to friendly, 
committees. A compromise is be- 
ing discussed, majority transfer 
but only one try per bill, but the 
situation is still fluid. 


| 
| 
| 


A Quietly Tense Start 


payers and citizens of Hill County 


| and is interested in every bill in- | 


| troduced 


Rep. W. A. Stroman, San An- 
tonio, is leading an effort to move 
reporters off the House floor, pre- 
sumably up into the gallery. This 
will probably be debated early in 
the second week. A petition was 


| circulated advocating moving the 


Most of the interest, apart from | 


this issue, will concern the Gov- 
ernor’s message on Tuesday, af- 
ter he is inaugurated, and his tax 
message on Wednesday. The Dal- 
las News predicted he may pro- 


! 


pose sales tax increases to meet | 


the current deficit. He released a) 
memo saying that news had not | 
been authorized from his office. 
He said he will propose two sep- | 
arate revenue plans, 
ance the budget (there is a $65 | 
million deficit) and one to raise 
$65 million more for each year of 
the next biennium. 


one to bal- | 


reporters out. Rep. Don Kennard, 
Fort Worth, said he would favor 
barring everybody from the floor 
except the legislators, but would 
oppose barring only the reporters 
from among those now having 
floor privileges. 


THE WEEK 
IN TEXAS 





| + With a strike threat at Sin- 


clair refineries, 





AUSTIN 

Three years and four months 
after the Observer reported the 
situation to its readers, the Sen- 
ate investigating committee elic- 
ited from Comptroller Robert Cal- 
| vert the fact that he accepted 
thousands of dollars in cash from 
his state employees between 1949 
and 1956. 

“Gifts to Comptroller Bared,” 
said the eight-column Dallas News 
headline after the hearing in Aus- 
tin last week. “Gifts to State Of- 
ficial Bared,” 
arillo Daily News. In its issue for 
Aug. 24, 1955, under the heading, 

New Car—and Cash—for Cal- 
| vert,” the Observer reported at 
| a on the lush Christmas gifts 








 ponmeved the Am-| 


| 





Three- Year-Old Story 
On Calvert Is Bared 


Austin which he told the Ob- 
server was “just a little cottage.” 
(Last week he said of the money 
he had received, “I used a helluva 
lot of it in the interest of the de- 
partment.”) 

That in 1950 campaign funds for 
him had been raised among his 
employees. Calvert said he did not 


| know what the money was used 


for; that it was separate from his 
campaign. (Last week he denied 
any such political collections had 
occurred.) 

That his chief clerk, Gus Far- 
rar, had received an expensive 
saddle and a coat from the office 
employees (not brought out last 
week). 

That when asked what he had 


ert had received from the 425 | accepted from his employees for 
— he hires and fires for the | Christmas in 1955, Calvert said “I 


state. 


He would not volunteer any-| 


| ain't gonna 


-that 
and 


tell you,” and 
| only after three interviews, 


| thing in 1955; but charged with/| under direct questioning, had he 


the Texas | receiving $28,000 by the Senate in- | admitted the receipt of cash and 


Rep. Frates Seeligson, San An- | Railroad Commission decided on | wostienters in 1959, he admitted | the car, and that in this final in- 


tonio, stepped forward last week | an 
with a 15 percent general sales | 


tax proposal and with a many- 
| featured plan for the revision of 
|the present tax laws which he 
said would raise more from taxes 


| paid by business than those 
taxes paid by individuals and 
would raise $22 million. Rep. 
George Hinson, Mineola, and Rep. 
Dean Johnston, Houston, were 
Giscussing natural gas 


| thinks they should. Reps. Mar-| 
shall Bell, San Antonio, Charles | 
Hughes, Sherman, 
plan a bill designed to acquire for | 
the state $40 or $50 million in un-} 
claimed bank balances. 

Waggoner Carr of Lubbock was 
re-elected House speaker, 79-71, 


| after an exciting, see-sawing vote 


tally. He defeated Joe Burkett of 
Kerrville. Carr was supported by | 
a coalition of conservatives, mod- | 
erates, and liberals; Burkett/| 
mostly by conservatives and aan! 
erates. Carr's election therefore 
was taken as the better outcome, 
for the liberals. An unsigned sheet | } 
which was circulated among the 
members in advance of the vote 
singled out 13 House members as 
liberal or labor partisans who! 
were backing Carr. It caused ex- 
tensive comment because of its 
novel candor 

The Senate elected Sen. George 
Parkhouse, Dallas, president pro 
tem and adopted El Paso Sen. 
Frank Owen's resolution for final 
adjournment after 120 days, 
is, May 12, which is when the leg- 
islators’ $25 a day stops coming. 
The House did not immediat ely | 
act on the resolution 





The House rejected a plan to} 
finance the session mostly out of 
the totally and permanently dis- 
abled fund. Since it was not dis- 
bursed by a specified deadline, 
the money has become inaccessi- 
ble to the disabled or anyone else 
until it is reappropriated, but 
there was a political considera- 
tion. Going payless, the House re- 
fused to suspend the rules by the 
necessary four-fifths (though the 
vote was 105-27) and was to try 
again Monday. Rep. Obie Jones, 
Austin, moved to pay the secre- 
taries $12 a day instead of $10, but 
the House refused, 98-37. 


Lobbyists were registering in 
droves under the new law. Rep. 
Zeke Zbranek, Daisetta, a House 
sponsor of the plan last session, 
said he wants to see how the 
present law operates before pro- 
posing any changes. Late in the 
week 82 pcrsons had registered, 
including many regulars of the 
Third House, some “amateurs,” 
unpaid lobbyists, a representative 
of the Ku Klux Klan, and even a 
member of the Texas House, Rep. 
Bob Bullock of Hillsboro, who 





said he represented all the tax- 


| Johnston mentioned a tax on in-; rates, as Atty 
| dustries not now paying what he| charged. 


eleven-day oil 
schedule for February. 


- J. Byron Saunders of Tyler, | 
former insurance. commis- 


| sioner charged with perjury, was | 


expected to get a trial delay Mon- 
day. 


and Dallas loan companies 
denied in court in Houston that 


taxes;| the firms had charged usurious | 
Will Wilson | 


Gen. 


Billy Graham said in Dallas 
that Christians are losing 


and Seeligson | their battle for the growing world 


population. He was attending the 
Texas Baptist world evangelism 


| conference 
a In Corpus Christi, the coun- 
cil prepared to grant the 


phone company rate increases ... 
The city urban renewal adminis- 
trator warned that if something 
isn’t done about slums in Corpus, 
“we will all be eventually living 


| in them.” 


@ The Court of Criminal Ap- 

peals voted 2-1 to uphold a 
15-year sentence against stripper 
Candy Barr, convicted of possess- 
ing marijuana, with Judge “Lloyd 
Davidson dissenting, saying the 
search warrant used to search 
her apartment and to take the 
marijuana from a bottle in her 
bosom was illegal. 


> The State 
agreed to 


Supreme Court 
hear arguments 


that | Feb. 11 on the isue whether a for- 
mer 
Borden, can sue his former union 


Galveston plumber, H. N. 
for damages of $19,000 because < 
union official allegedly kept him 
from taking a job in Dallas. 


¢ Seven Unriversity of Texas 

professors joined the protest 
against the magazine ban in Aus- 
tin, saying the methods of the 
newsstand advisory committee 
were “contrary to the best tradi- 
tions of a free society.” 


an A grand jury said it found 
“no evidence of brutality” 
after a man charged with conspir- 
ing to murder his wife repudiated 
a confession he said a Texas 
Ranger and other officers obtained 
from him in the process of beat- 
ing him. ‘ 
s Sen. Lyndon Johnson was 
the main mover as the U. S. 
Senate rejected the motion from 
liberals to end Senate filibusters 
by majority vote. Only 22 voted 
for the motion. (This matter will 
be reviewed next issue.) 
@ San Antonio voters approved, 
19,299 to 4,868, a $1.75 mil- 
lion revenue bond issue to pay 
part of the $3.7 million cost of 
the bus company the city is buy- 
ing. The rest will be paid by rev- 
enue bonds. The city is scheduled 
to take over the buses in about 
two months. 


| new 


1949, 
| ported in 1955. 


| him to go before the grand jury 
° Attorneys for seven Houston | 


in Austin this week, but he had 


There was talk about inviting | “assessed” 


wale perhaps he had taken $15,000.| terview he also admitted, “It’s a» 
| There was no testimony about the bad practice.” 
1949 DeSoto automobile ved ate 
| accepted from his employees in| | he 
as the Observer also re- | and stopped the gifts.) 


(He told the Sen- 
investigators last week that 
“put his foot down” in 1957 


That his employees were not 
contributions for the 


| gitt. (The senators read into the 


record a sworn affidavit from a 


not done so at week's end. He/| former employee that employees 
| who received a pay raise in 1951 
| contributed seven percent of the 
| annual increase for three years. 
They recorded, too, a letter dated 


was very busy making the offi- 
cial estimates of the state’s finan- 
cial situation. 

As for his own financial situa- 
tion, the Observer reported in| 
1955: 


year; several employees thought 
it was $2000. (In Austin last week, 
Calvert told the investigators he 
had received $3000 for 


| Christmases running.) 


That two days before Christ- 
mas, 1952, Calvert, whose salary 
was then $6000 a year, had paid | 
$3000 down on a $20,000 home in | 


| June 12, 


1950, signed Sam Kim- 


| berlin, head of Calvert’s motor 
That he admitted he had re- | 


i ceived cash and a new car from | 
| his employees. A division head es- 
| timated the cash was $1500 one 


three | 


fuel refund division, suggesting 
cash amounts from employees for 
Calvert of $12.50 for those making 
more than $450 a month, and scal- 
ing down to $3.50 for those earn- 
ing $270 to $295 and “optional” for 
those making less than $270.) 
One thing Calvert told the Ob- 
server in 1955 he did not repeat 


to the Senate investigators: “I 
voted the straight Democratic 
ticket, I always have ... I voted 


for Stevenson.” 





FORT WORTH 

A district attorney who refused 

to join Atty. Gen. Will Wilson in 

his crackdown against loan com- 

panies has become a lawyer for 
one of the firms. 


When, Wilson filed suits Dec. 
10 accusing 17 Fort Worth com- 
panies of collecting illegal inter- 
est, D. A. Howard Fender refused 
to sign the petitions. He also or- 
dered members of his staff to take 
a “hands off” attitude. 

Fender’s term ended Dec. 31 
and he returned to the private 
practice of law. Now he is de- 
fending Trinity Investment Co., 
one of the firms which Wilson 
sued. Trinity Investment is oper- 
ated by Mrs. Marie Shelton. She’s 
the wife of Bill Shelton, a former 
deputy sheriff who served as an 
investigator on Fender’s staff. 


Fender said he had not known 
when he refused to sign the peti- 
tions that he would represent the 
company. He said he refused to 
join Wilson because the Attorney 
General didn’t consult him when 
preparing the suits. Fender said 
he also suspected Wilson was 
“putting on a show” to get pub- 
licity which would help him in a 
race for governor. 

Then, adding another angle to 
the matter, attorney and Rep. Don 
Gladden, who represents eight 
other loan companies sued by 
Wilson, asked district judges to 
throw out the suits because they 
lon’t bear Fender’s sigrature. 





Gladden, who ran with stronz lib- 
| eral backing, becomes a m-mber 





Retiring DA Shunned Suits 
Against Sharks; He Takes Case 


of the legislature this month. He 
told newsmen that, although he 
represents the loan firms, he will 
work for reforms which include 
placing finance companies under 
supervision of the State Banking 
Dept. 

The new district attorney, Doug 
Crouch, a former legislator who 
also campaigned with liberal 
backing, said he stands ready to 
help Wilson prosecute the cases 
which Fender shunned. 


x 6 

Friday in Austin, District Judge 
Jack Roberts, saying he had no 
choice, granted a delay in the 
trial of one loan company, Wilson 
Finance, because Rep. Jo Ed Win- 
free of Houston was hired as a 
lawyer by the firm and invoked 
his right as a legislator to the 
mandatory continuance. 


Winfree is one of several mem- 
bers of the legislature who have 
been hired to defend the loan 
companies against Will Wilson's 
charges (Obs. 1-9-59). 


Rep. Robert Jackson, Jr., of 
Corsicana, by affidavit this week, 
asked for delay in the hearing of 
a divorce case involving an Aus- 
tin couple. 

The state law says that a legis- 
lator involved in any way in any 
lawsuit can request and then must 
be granted postponement in any 
court proceedings which would 
conflict with a session of the leg- 
islature. 
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